
Harvey and Bernice Jones’ Contributions 
 

• During the Great Depression, Harvey and Bernice Jones rented the building, hired a 
teacher, and paid for supplies to keep Springdale, Arkansas School District open. 

• In the 1950’s the Jones were instrumental in the development of Springdale’s first 
hospital, and in 1992 Bernice continued their support for the hospital by pledging 
$25,000,000 to the Northwest Medical Center of Washington County. 

• Furthermore, the Jones have provided rooms available for the families of loved ones at 
said hospital. 

• Bernice Jones paid for the computers and Internet access of the entire Springdale School 
District. 

• Bernice Jones donated $11,500,000 for the 56,000 square foot Harvey and Bernice Jones 
Eye Institute at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

• She established the Bernice Young Jones School of Fine Arts 
• The Jones established the Harvey and Bernice Jones Center for Community Design at the 

University of Arkansas School of Architecture in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
• In 1995 Bernice Jones established the Harvey and Bernice Jones Center for Families, a 

235, 500 square foot facility dedicated to the intellectual, cultural, and spiritual 
enrichment of families throughout the Springdale community, and she insisted on only 
one rule: all are welcome, as long as they behave like ladies and gentlemen. 

• The facility offers the following: 
• Ice skating, swimming, hockey, basketball, track 
• Wedding facilities, catering services, chapel 
• Family classes, Aerobics, KidsPlus Childcare, Teen Arts Program, 

Senior Life Center, Teen Life, Center Community Television 
Studio, Community Design Shop, Community Health and 
Wellness, CPR, childbirth, and Health Education Classes, Exercise 
and Nutrition Programs, Cancer Screening Programs 

• Bernice Jones was a lead supporter for the Children’s Library Fund, Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital, the Baptist Youth Ranch and various other children’s learning and disability 
programs. 

• She served on the hospital board, started the hospital’s auxiliary and supported several 
local ministries. 

• She was an advisor for the $2.3 million Harvey and Bernice Jones Community fund. 
 
 

Awards for Bernice Jones 
• 1996 – Presidential Citizen medal for her service to humanity. 
• 1992 – First woman to receive the Springdale Chamber of Commerce’s Outstanding 

Civic Service Award. 
• 2002 – Lifetime Philanthropic Achievement Award by the Northwest Arkansas Chapter 

of Association of Fundraising Professionals. 


